[image: ]                                         GCSE Design & Technology – Year 10       	         Long-Term Plan 2025-2026
	Calendar
	Topic
	Assessment
	Sequencing and Coherence
concepts - themes - skills
	Literacy
reading - vocabulary - oracy - writing

	Autumn

Half Term 1-2

Polymers
	Project
·  mind map and task analysis
· Sizes research and percentage increase
· Sketch ideas
· development models
· Selected Design Idea and Photo of model.  Complete any sketches/research
· 2D Design drawings
· Final design development
· Manufacturing
· Evaluating
Theory
· 1.10 Polymers
· 1.13 Design and Technological Practice
· 1.14Challenges that influence processes of designing and making
1.15 Investigate and analyse the work of other professionals and companies to inform design
	Pupils to self-assess the tasks using the success criteria shared in class
Formal teacher assessment, with detailed written feedback and next steps targets
All project work will be assessed using NEA grading criteria

Regular verbal feedback will be given in class
Exam questions will be graded using the assessment criteria from the exam mark schemes, or teacher mark schemes written in the style of the EDEXCEL criteria
	Project
Polymers is the specialist materials are undertaken, demonstrating the techniques and processes required for knowledge when covering the Specialist theory content in Year 11


Theory
The materials and theory topics covered support the projects undertaken and form a
logical sequence.



	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word glossary at the back of their notebooks
· Short & long answer exam questions
· [image: ]relevant articles to be shared and discussed as they arise in the media

	Spring 

Half Term 3-4

Timbers & CAM Toys
	Project
· Introduce project- mood board sketches
· Research and Investigation
· Developing Ideas
· Orthographic Drawing
· Manufacturing
· Test and Evaluate
Theory
· 1.12 Timbers
· 1.5 Mechanical Devices (maths in D&T)
1.3 Energy
	Pupils to self-assess the tasks using the success criteria shared in class
Formal teacher assessment, with detailed written feedback and next steps targets
All project work will be assessed using NEA grading criteria

Regular verbal feedback will be given in class
· Exam questions will be graded using the assessment criteria from the exam mark schemes, or teacher mark schemes written in the style of the EDEXCEL criteria
	Project
Links to Timbers theory and covers many of the maths skills needed for the exam


Theory

The materials and theory topics covered support the projects undertaken and form a
logical sequence.


	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word glossary at the back of their notebooks
· Short & long answer exam questions
[image: ]relevant articles to be shared and discussed as they arise in the media

	Summer

Half Term 5

Textiles
	Project
·  Applique
· Tie-Dye
· Quilting
· Batik
· CAM embroidery
· Sublimation printing
Theory
· 1.11 Fibres and Textiles
· 1.4b Technical Textiles
	Pupils to self-assess the tasks using the success criteria shared in class
Formal teacher assessment, with detailed written feedback and next steps targets
All project work will be assessed using NEA grading criteria

Regular verbal feedback will be given in class
Exam questions will be graded using the assessment criteria from the exam mark schemes, or teacher mark schemes written in the style of the EDEXCEL criteria
	Project
Develops textile manufacturing skills that may be used in the NEA and covers common materials and processes in the exam


Theory
The materials and theory topics covered support the projects undertaken and form a
logical sequence.



	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word glossary at the back of their notebooks
· Short & long answer exam questions
[image: ]relevant articles to be shared and discussed as they arise in the media

	Summer

Half Term 6

NEA Introduction
	Project
·  Task analysis and Contextual Challenge selection
· Investigation and research
· 
Theory
· 1.4 Smart and Composite materials
· 1.6 Electronic Systems
1.7 Programmable Components
	Pupils to self-assess the tasks using the success criteria shared in class
Formal teacher assessment, with detailed written feedback and next steps targets
All project work will be assessed using NEA grading criteria

Regular verbal feedback will be given in class
Exam questions will be graded using the assessment criteria from the exam mark schemes, or teacher mark schemes written in the style of the EDEXCEL criteria
	Project
Time allowed to compensate for lessons lost due to exam periods and mastery days etc.

NEA Contextual Challenges released early June, these will be given out before the summer holidays to begin the initial stages of NEA completion.


Theory
The materials and theory topics covered support the projects undertaken and form a
logical sequence.



	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word glossary at the back of their notebooks
· Short & long answer exam questions
[image: ]relevant articles to be shared and discussed as they arise in the media
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	Calendar
	Topic
	Assessment
	Sequencing and Coherence
concepts - themes - skills
	Literacy
reading - vocabulary - oracy - writing

	Autumn

Half Term 1
	Nutrition
· Macronutrients
· Micronutrients
· Water
	Practical work is assessed on an ongoing basis as pupils develop their skills throughout the course

In class assessment includes quick multiple choice quizzes and longer answer exam questions.

At the end of each unit pupils are given a formal written test


	Nutrition knowledge underpins all of the other theory needs for GCSE.  
	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word table
· SEEU model for each key word
· Short & long answer exam questions
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	Autumn

Half Term 2  
	Nutritional Needs & Health
· Making informed dietary choices
· Energy needs
· Nutritional analysis
· Diet related diseases and conditions
	Practical work is assessed on an ongoing basis as pupils develop their skills throughout the course

In class assessment includes quick multiple choice quizzes and longer answer exam questions.

At the end of each unit pupils are given a formal written test

	This unit starts to apply the theory knowledge from unit 1.  It is taught at this time so that pupils can use this knowledge to help them with their mock NEA project after Christmas.
	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word table
· SEEU model for each key word
· Short & long answer exam questions


	Spring

Half Term 3
	Food Safety
· Food spoilage & contamination
· Microorganisms in food production
· Bacterial contamination
· Buying & storing food safely
· Preparing, cooking and serving food safely 
	Practical work is assessed on an ongoing basis as pupils develop their skills throughout the course

In class assessment includes quick multiple choice quizzes and longer answer exam questions.

At the end of each unit pupils are given a formal written test

	Ongoing theory knowledge acquisition.
	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word table
· SEEU model for each key word
· Short & long answer exam questions
· 

	Spring 

Half Term 4
	Mock NEA2
A slimmed down version of the NEA2 project to be completed in Year 11.  ‘Plan, prepare, cook and present a range of dishes that meet healthy eating guidelines and would be suitable for young children.  Present two dishes’ 
	All areas of mock NEA2 to be assessed:  task analysis, research, selecting suitable dishes, practical, evaluation and analysis.

· Formal written feedback to be provided to each pupil and form part of the grade for the next tracing window.
	Skill development for Year 11 NEA
	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms
Writing an extended project

	Summer

Half Term 5
	Food Science
· Why are foods cooked?
· Heat transfer methods
· Selecting appropriate cooking methods
· Functional properties of ingredients
	Practical work is assessed on an ongoing basis as pupils develop their skills throughout the course

In class assessment includes quick multiple choice quizzes and longer answer exam questions.

At the end of each unit pupils are given a formal written test

	This is one of the more difficult theory topics and so teaching it later in Year 10 seems more appropriate.  Year 11 starts with NEA1 which is a science investigation piece of coursework so teaching later in the year is also better in that respect.
	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word table
· SEEU model for each key word
· Short & long answer exam questions


	Summer

Half Term 6
	Food Choices & Food Provenance
· Factors affecting food choices
· Food labelling
· Food marketing
· Food sources
· Food & the environment
· Food processing & production
· Technological developments in the food industry
	Practical work is assessed on an ongoing basis as pupils develop their skills throughout the course

In class assessment includes quick multiple choice quizzes and longer answer exam questions.

At the end of each unit pupils are given a formal written test

	This is one of the more difficult theory topics and so teaching it later in Year 10 seems more appropriate
	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word table
· SEEU model for each key word
· Short & long answer exam questions
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	Calendar
	Topic
	Assessment
	Sequencing and Coherence
concepts - themes - skills
	Literacy
reading - vocabulary - oracy - writing

	

Half Term 1- 5
	 Identity - Chuck Close Portraiture

Students are required to develop knowledge, understanding and skills relevant to their chosen title through integrated practical, critical and contextual study that encourages direct engagement with original works and practice.

Students may work in any medium or combination of media. They can work entirely in digital media or entirely non-digital media, or in a mixture of both, provided the aims and assessment objectives are met.

Students must learn through practical experience and demonstrate knowledge and understanding of sources that inform their creative intentions. Intentions should be realised through purposeful engagement with visual language, visual concepts, media, materials and the application of appropriate techniques and working methods.

Students must develop and apply relevant subject-specific skills in order to use visual language to communicate personal ideas, meanings and responses.

Students must, over time, reflect critically upon their creative journey and its effectiveness in relation to the realisation of personal intentions.
	All work is assessed for the final GCSE grade.

Pupils work to checklists / personalised targets as appropriate.

Lots of verbal feedback  / self & peer assessment included as appropriate and within AQA guidelines.

	This is the unit that AQA recommend to start the GCSE course with – it allows pupils to undertake all of the tasks required before progressing to their self-directed study.
	
· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms
· Annotations work


	

Half Term 6  
	Patterns in Nature - Self Directed Study

Students are required to develop knowledge, understanding and skills relevant to their chosen title through integrated practical, critical and contextual study that encourages direct engagement with original works and practice.

Students may work in any medium or combination of media. They can work entirely in digital media or entirely non-digital media, or in a mixture of both, provided the aims and assessment objectives are met.

Students must learn through practical experience and demonstrate knowledge and understanding of sources that inform their creative intentions. Intentions should be realised through purposeful engagement with visual language, visual concepts, media, materials and the application of appropriate techniques and working methods.

Students must develop and apply relevant subject-specific skills in order to use visual language to communicate personal ideas, meanings and responses.

Students must, over time, reflect critically upon their creative journey and its effectiveness in relation to the realisation of personal intentions.
	All work is assessed for the final GCSE grade.

Pupils work to checklists / personalised targets as appropriate.

Lots of verbal feedback  / self & peer assessment included as appropriate and within AQA guidelines.

	This is a more difficult artistic concept to grasp and so it is taught when the pupils have more maturity and skills.
	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms
· Annotations work
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	Calendar
	Topic
	Assessment
	Sequencing and Coherence
concepts - themes - skills
	Literacy
reading - vocabulary - oracy - writing

	

Half Term 1- 6
	Pupils spend the year building up a portfolio of work in preparation for independent study in Year 11.  Portfolio tasks to include:
·  Exploring design briefs
· Carrying out primary and secondary research
· Design ideas
· Review and refinement of design ideas
· Development and modelling work
· Construction and decorative work using a variety  of textiles techniques
· Evaluations
· Pitching your ideas to a client
	Portfolio work is assessed on an ongoing basis as pupils develop their skills throughout the course

Feedback to be given in a variety of forms including individual action plans and whole class discussions for improvements

	By creating a portfolio of work it  allows pupils to undertake all of the tasks required before progressing to their self-directed study in Year 11.
	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word table
· Annotations
· Longer written pieces to include artist research and product analysis
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	Calendar
	Topic
	Assessment
	Sequencing and Coherence
concepts - themes - skills
	Literacy
reading - vocabulary - oracy - writing

	Autumn

Half Term 1 - 3


	Coursework R068 / Theory

The teaching of R068 and theory will be interlayered – appropriate theory topics can be used to underpin the NEA requirements
 
·  Introduction to course and R068
· The purpose of market research
· Primary research
· development models
· Secondary market research 
·  Market research
· Market segmentation 
· Customer profile and justification
· Design mix
· Develop a product proposal
· Methods of gaining feedback
· Review of design ideas
· Variable and fixed costs
· Profit and loss
· Pricing strategies
· Financial viability
· Identifying risks and challenges
· 
	Knowledge and NEA will be assessed on an ongoing basis as pupils develop their skills throughout the course

In class assessment includes quick multiple choice quizzes and longer answer exam questions.

At the end of each theory unit pupils are given a formal assessment

Key topic tests:
· Market research end of topic test
· Market segmentation / design mix
· Business costs

	
The teaching of R068 and theory will be interlayered – appropriate theory topics can be used to underpin the NEA requirements


	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word glossary at the back of their notebooks
· Short & long answer exam questions
· [image: ]relevant articles to be shared and discussed as they arise in the media

	Spring

Half Term 4-6


	Coursework R069 / Theory
· Competitor analysis and PESTLE
· Develop a brand personality
· Develop a brand for your product proposal
· Promotional techniques
· Pros and cons of promotional techniques
· Create a promotional campaign for your business proposal
· Develop a pitch for your business proposal
· Carry out a practise pitch
· Respond to feedback
· Reflect on your pitch and business proposal

	Knowledge and NEA will be assessed on an ongoing basis as pupils develop their skills throughout the course

In class assessment includes quick multiple choice quizzes and longer answer exam questions.

At the end of each theory unit pupils are given a formal assessment

Key topic tests / Coursework assessment
	The teaching of R069 and theory will be interlayered – appropriate theory topics can be used to underpin the NEA requirements


	· Paired / class discussions
· Use of key terms – definitions to be written by the pupils in the key word glossary at the back of their notebooks
· Short & long answer exam questions
[image: ]relevant articles to be shared and discussed as they arise in the media
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